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TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

WEB site:  www.teddingtonandalstone.org.uk
email:  taparishcouncil@btinternet.com
Chairman’s Report 2010/2011

Introduction:
Although this is the Chairman’s Annual Parish Council  Report, this report actually looks back on the past 4 years, this being the last time the current Parish Council will present on it’s activities.

When the current Parish Council took office back in 2007, it was a new experience for the majority of the Councillors.  As a result, there was not only the process of agreeing individual responsibilities but also gaining a proper understanding of what the Parish Council was required to deliver.  This was further exacerbated by the introduction of a new Parish Clerk.
There were a number of current initiatives that needed to be quickly addressed; this included the on-going planning application for a Stone Crushing Plant on the old Army site.
The new PC also made a decision to not only manage day to day Parish Council business but specifically concentrate on 3 key initiatives:
1. Increase attendance at meetings

2. Talk to and meet people at TBC and Glos CC, attend meetings to properly engage with local authority management
3. Get closer to the Policing function

I am pleased to say that all of these objectives have been achieved.
The first major issue addressed by the Parish Council was the impact of the 2007 Floods.  Whilst this was a major problem, it actually brought the Parish together with meetings every night at the Village Hall and, in Alstone, at Councillor John Perkins garage.  This was to distribute bottled water due to the water supply from STWA being suspended for nearly 3 weeks.
The flood situation also resulted in a series of follow-on activities.  These included:
· Working extensively with the relevant Authorities on FRAP (Flood Response Action Plan) to encourage open watercourse ditch clearance/improvements etc.

· Alstone junction drainage

· Major clearance works carried out on culverts and ditches either side of the A435 Teddington Hands site

· The Parish Council paying for ditch clearance in Church Lane

· Gander Lane ditches being cleared

· Work with Mr Firkins Agents to get the old land drainage pipes replaced in the orchard, adjacent to The Poplars in Teddington.

Maintenance Works / Tasks Undertaken
Alstone

· Water Pump refurbishment with the help of Mr Morrison and immediate area clearance by Mr Perkins
· Liaised with the owners of ‘The Paddock’ to negotiate the installation of a new fence, together with general clearance of the undergrowth in the near vicinity
· Applied for a grant of £500 from Glos County Council for refurbishment work to the Alstone Bus Shelter.  This work was carried out in conjunction with getting Glos Highways to tarmac the area immediately in front of the shelter
· Red telephone kiosk – After much investigation, it was agreed that there was nothing to be gained from adopting the kiosk.  Indeed, the potential cost involved with maintaining the kiosk was deemed to be too high for the Parish Council to consider
· The village Notice Board was repainted and an anti bird fouling device installed.
Teddington

· The Water Conduit Dry Stone Wall was totally rebuilt
· Repairs were carried out to the Notice Board

· A new public footpath sign to the Church and post cap were kindly made and donated, thanks to Mr Carr

· Managed many complaints of dog fouling and constant barking

· Problems with dogs in relation to rules of use of Public Rights of way across farmland.
Planning

Cllr Cullen reported that planning had been a major activity for the Parish Council and we had actively striven to work collaboratively with the Tewkesbury Borough Council Planning Department where it was felt a growing understanding between our two Council’s had been very beneficial.  As a result, the relationship is deemed as being strong by both parties.

During this term there had been over 60 planning applications within the Parish, including those for the Stone Crushing plant and the Traveller site in the paddock along the A435.

Whilst most applications had been dealt with as a matter of course, there had been a number of issues that required enforcement from Tewkesbury Borough Council.  Some of these remain outstanding and are now being raised to the next level of action.

The Chairman continued:
Extensive work was undertaken with applications relating to:
The Stone Crushing Site at the Old Army Depot B4077

The Gypsy Site on the A435

Vine Tree Farm Retrospective Works
During the term of the Parish Council, there have been many concerns about ongoing issues with enforcement matters and outstanding ditch clearance.  As a result, the Chairman and Cllr Cullen met with Mella McMahon, Head of Development, in October 2010 and in April 2010, the Chairman met with Mike Dawson, Chief Exec of Tewkesbury Borough Council.  Both said they understood the frustration of the Parish Council and committed to working to have enforcement issues properly followed through.

Highways

There has been a lot of activity in and around Highways, including:

· Dealing with endless incidents of fly tipping

· Managed removal of recycling igloos due to ongoing incidents of vandalism

· Managed installation of bollards adjacent to The Poplars to deter HGV/parking on the bend.  This after a number of near-miss incidents and one serious accident
· Endless Pothole problems – the Parish Council worked hard to keep on top of this

· Many culverts / drains unblocked – managed clearance/jetting
· April 2011 Major road repairs / resurfacing works on Teddington through road

· Purchased three grit bins and organised adoption for ongoing filling by Glos Highways.  This after going through the survey process with Glos Highways to ensure safety of proposed site locations
· Conducted land searches to establish actual responsibility/ownership of Path to Teddington Church and area at Teddington Hands Site – both of which had historically been an ongoing maintenance cost to the Parish Council
· Dealt with ongoing problems of dog fouling / dog roaming
· Pavement Parking
· Ragwort growing in grass verges of B4077 and A46

Public Rights of Way

· Worked closely with Mary King, Public Rights of Way Officer, GCC, to get public footpath gates repaired/renewed.  New bridges built to the rear of the Teddington Hands Pub and along footpath between Teddington & Alstone.  New gates also installed
· Footpath from Alstone Playing Field area to Hobnails pub cleared
· Teddington Footpath to Church – Public Rights of Way carried out extensive work on the pathway and retention of surrounding area of the watercourse
· Tree pollarding carried out along footpath to the Church.  Also now awaiting further extensive works to be carried out by Mr Firkins
The Parish Council would like to thank Mary King and her team for all their efforts and support over the duration of this Parish Council term.
Orchard Park Playing Field
Thanks to Cllr Philip Cater, the Orchard Park playing field was brought under administration of the Parish Council in 2009.  This as a result of the lapse in maintenance/management/insurance and safety inspections.
Regular ROSPA inspections are now carried out along with ongoing maintenance works.  Grass cutting contracts have also been negotiated and hedges maintained.
Neighbourhood Watch

Sue Carter and John Teare have continued in their roles as Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators – thanks to both for their ongoing efforts.
Parish Council Policy and Procedures:
After much work by the Clerk and Councillor’s, policies and procedures have been created / annually reviewed / updated and these are now adopted with scheduled annual reviews.  These include:
· Inventory of Land and Assets

· Parish Council Insurance Risks Cover

· Freedom of Information (procedure for handling requests for data)

· Data Protection Act (registered with annual subscription)

· Internal Financial Controls

· Parish Council Risk Analysis Reports

· Parish Council Standing Orders

Litter Picking

This has been a great success and particular thanks are due to Cllr Patrick Cullen.  Thanks also to all those who have been involved and given their time to help clear the village roads from constant littering.

Parish BBQ’s / Sports Day’s

A major initiative was the re-introduction of an Annual Parish BBQ, and latterly, sports day.

The first one was in 2008, and although it rained, fun was had by all who attended.

Repeated in 2009, this again was deemed a great success.
In 2010 the BBQ was extended to include a Sports day, held at the Alstone Playing Field, again, a very successful day.
Proceeds from these events enabled the purchase of the Parish Marquee/Tent and a generous contribution to the Alstone Playing Field funds.
During The Last Year 2010/11
As a result of the work done to document and manage the various processes, the functions of the Parish Council were pretty much routine as we moved through the 2010/11 period.  This despite a new Central Government being in office and much new legislation being filtered down to Parish Council level.  Much of this legislation was aimed at larger Parish/ Town Councils but some necessitated work/review by the Parish Council.

Through having previously documented the Parish Council Policy/Procedures, the Parish Council was able to simply undertake annual reviews, being carried out in accordance with required regulation.
The harsher winters resulted in the purchase of grit bins which appear to have helped in areas of the Parish where vehicle access was difficult due to build up’s of snow and ice.
Other time consuming work has been non-compliance of planning regulations / enforcements etc by both land and property owners.  This has caused much unrest within the Parish due to the lack of enforcement follow-through by Tewkesbury Borough Council.  As mentioned previously, meetings with Management of TBC will hopefully guarantee closure of the outstanding matters.
In conclusion, I would like to thank those who have actively supported the activities of the Parish Council during this term.  These include:

My fellow Councillors for their commitment and support.  This has been very much a team game and we could not have achieved all we have without their commitment and support.  Cllr John Perkins (Parish Council Treasurer and assistance with general maintenance), Cllr Lisa Covello (planning for Alstone), Cllr Patrick Cullen (planning for Teddington and management of litter picking), Cllr Philip Caterer (management of Orchard Park Playing Field and work with Public Rights of Way).
Our thanks also to County Cllr Ron Allen, for turning up to almost every meeting, even though he has other Parish’s to support.  Also, for actively contributing to the discussions/issues raised at the meetings.
There were also many other helpers who are thanked for their support.  These include help with:


Litter Picking


Grass Cutting



BBQ Committees


General Maintenance Work / Repairs


Donation of the Gavel and Sound Block


Neighbourhood Watch

And, of course, the Residents who have regularly attended and given us the mandate under which to operate.
Last, but by no means least, the Clerk for all her efforts and commitment to ensuring that the Parish Council team performed to expectation/ requirements, and also for actively engaging with TBC, Glos CC and the GAPTC etc to ensure our issues were noted and properly addressed.  Also, for being our designated contact with Glos Highways and for the management of issues arising thereof.
For the term commencing May 2011, five people have put themselves forward to make up a new Parish Council.  These include continuation of involvement by Cllr Patrick Cullen, who together with the Clerk will work to ensure the good work undertaken over the past 4 years will be actively continued.  I would ask all residents to give the new team all the support we have been privileged to receive.

The next and final meeting for this Parish Council will be 9th May where the current Councillors will step down and the new Parish Council team will take office.
Tim Carter

Chairman, Teddington & Alstone Parish Council

April 2011

