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TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
WEB site:  www.teddingtonandalstone.org.uk
email:  taparishcouncil@btinternet.com
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Tedddington Village Hall on Monday, 11th July 2011 at 7.45pm.
Present:
Chairman
P Cullen

Parish Cllrs 
C French, J Broadbridge, G Ellis & V Henderson

Parish Clerk
S Carter

C. Cllr Ron Allen

18 visitors duly recorded
1.
Apologies for Absence


B.Cllr. John Evetts.
2.
A Presentation was delivered by Frances Evans, Tewkesbury Borough Council, about the current consultation - Have Your Say on the ‘Concept for Working with Local Communities in Tewkesbury Borough’.


The Chairman advised, as a result of this consultation, the Localism Bill and the Big Society Agenda, that the Council would now consider conducting a Parish Survey to find out exactly what Parish thoughts were on status, requirements and futures etc, thereafter with a view to developing a Parish Plan.
3.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting dated 14th March 2011, after full circulation, were agreed to be accurate and true.  Proposed for signoff by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr French.

1. A46/M5/J9 Traffic Congestion – The Chairman advised a response to this matter had been received from Colleen Humphries, Amey, on the 29th March.  Her report advised that after checking the situation, ‘it is what it is and there were no plans to make any changes’.  Comments received related to congestion at peak times of the day and experienced 7-8 minutes delays.  The Chairman concluded MATTER CLOSED FOR NOW.

2.
Teddington & Alstone BBQ / Sports Day – The Chairman reported the proposed date for this event falls within 4 days of the 20th anniversary of OPPF being gifted to the Parish/Parish Council by the Blackwell family.  He proposed a newsletter be sent out asking for volunteers’ assistance with this event and that an Organisers Meeting be held on Monday 25th July at Teddington Village Hall.  The Clerk to check Village Hall availability and draft a newsletter for approval.
3.
Parking on Teddington Through-Road – Walnut Bank Drive Area – The Chairman advised of communication with the owner of Stonetiles on the 7th May.  Recent observations conclude that works had been largely completed and this matter appears to have been resolved.  MATTER CLOSED.
4. Dog Related Issues:

Dogs Barking in Church Lane Area – reports received included pedestrians passing appear to stimulate barking sessions as well as regular barking sessions reported at 7am and 10pm.  No further reports of long periods of continued barking.  MATTER CLOSED.

OPPF Litter Bin/Dog Fouling Waste – The Chairman reported a sticker has now been placed on the bin to deter dog waste being deposited.  MATTER CLOSED pending further reports/feedback.
5. Parish Council Marquee Hire – 3rd July -  The Chairman reported hire completed.  Still aware of storage at Rosanna.  Suggestion of storage at the Village Hall but was advised no floor space was available.  Another location to be sought via dialogue with the Village Hall Committee.

6.
TBC:  Have your say on the ‘Concept of Working with Local Communities in Tewks Boro’ – The Chairman continued from the earlier presentation and reported that the Council had not formally responded to this consultation.  It was agreed that as Cllr French had acquired further information from the recently attended Planning training session with regard to the Localism Bill etc,. that he would draft a response.


7.
Cllrs Code of Conduct Training – The Chairman reported 4 Cllrs had attended training on the 27th June.  He also advised the GAPTC Training Calendar had been circulated with a view to consideration for further Cllr training in the future, subject to budgets.
4.
Planning Matters & Enforcement Orders

Cllr Henderson reported there were no new cases for Alstone, however promoted the importance of early neighbourly communications when considering property development.  Current cases for Alstone:
1. The Barn, Alstone (11/00067/FUL) – Demolition of part of existing garage & conservatory, changes to the external fenestration, single storey extension to the rear of the property (also larch cladding to main part of property). – Application permitted, however possibility of plans not being followed, dialogue taking place with the builders.
2. Aldebaran, Alstone – Change of Use from garage to living accommodation.  Appeared guidelines were being adhered to, however the apex roof has now cast doubts on this.  Consulted with TBC who have visited site for appraisal/possible enforcement.


3.
Alstone Manor (10/01002/FUL) – Retention of oil tank within cartilage of listed building.  No update.


Cllr French reported for Teddington:

1.
TPO 279, The Gables, Walnut Bank Drive – Application to fell walnut tree due to honey fungus which has made the tree dangerous.  No consent required for dead, dying or dangerous trees.  
2.
Bangrove Farm, Bengrove (10/00231/FUL) – Temporary application (12 months) for erection of a 30m Wind Monitoring Mast.  Application refused on 27th May 2011 on grounds that the site is in the Cotswolds AONB and that it would have an adverse impact by reason of its visual intrusion.  Cllr French thanked those parishioners who’d taken time to submit formal objections.

3.
Vine Tree Farm (11/00045/LBC) – Replacement Window & Internal Repairs/Alterations – remains undecided.  Advised applications submitted by Borough Councillors are subject to close scrutiny and all cases are put to Committee.  Case awaiting committee decision.


Vine Tree Farm (11/00046/LBC) – Urgent Repairs to Guttering and External Walls & Painting of Front Door.  Consent given 21st March 2011, conditions ref mortars and paint colours.

4.
Mr William Gilder (11/00196/CLP) – Material start to planning permission ref:  T584/P – Motel Site at Teddington Hands.  In 1988 application for 52 room hotel at this site was passed but not developed, new application raised in respect of this permit.  Certificate Refused 10th May 2011.


Conversations extended around more recent permit for caravan park on this site – however it was thought that whilst some ground works may have commenced just prior to expiry of the three year permit, such works may have not constituted the required pre-commencement conditions.


The Chairman reported that he had not spoken with Mr Gilder recently but was aware of activity relating to car boot sales/signage displays etc.  Activities to date remain below the threshold for licensing.
5. Bangrove Farm, Bengrove (11/00251/AGR) – Dutch Barn with Lean-to.  Application site being on the hill above Oxenton Village.  No update.

Enfocement Cases:

Cllr French reported that he has spoken with David Taylor, TBC, on the 6th July:


79 Mt Pleasant – Things were moving along slowly


Little Oak, 9 Manor Close – Unauthorised Fencing – not expedient to pursue

5.
Conclusion of Annual Risk Assessment & Policy & Procedure Review /Re-adoption

The Chairman reported the following documents had been reviewed/updated and were now subject for re-adoption:

-
Inventory of Land and Assets – This document being the exception due to clarification of one item listed in this document being sought, this will be subject for re-adoption at the September meeting.

-
Review procedures for handling requests under FOI 2000 and Data Protection Act 1998 – Reported that the previous Chairman had set up the FOI Model Publication Scheme/Parish Meeting Information Guide



Data Protection - the Parish Council is registered with the Information Commissioners Office.



The Chairman proposed re-adoption of the above items, Cllr French seconded the proposal.


-
Internal Financial Controls – After full review, the Chairman proposed re-adoption, Cllr Broadbridge seconded the proposal.


-
Parish Council Risk Analysis Review – The Chairman reported total re-vamp of this document by the Clerk.  The Chairman proposed for adoption, Cllr French seconded the proposal.


-
Orchard Park Risk Analysis Review – The Chairman proposed for re-adoption, Cllr Ellis seconded the proposal.

-
Parish Council Standing Orders – The Chairman advised this document had been reviewed and proposed for re-adoption, Cllr French seconded the proposal.  The Chairman also proposed a motion, as required by the Standing Orders, to minute that the Clerks/Cllr communications will be via email, Cllr French seconded the motion.

-
Parish Council Marquee Hire Agreement - After full review, Cllr French proposed for re-adoption, the Chairman seconded the proposal.


-
Register of Litter Pickers / Controls / Insurance Cover – The Chairman reported no progress had been made in this respect.  Two new volunteers to undergo induction training and updated Picker Schedule to be copied to TBC.  To be carried out before next meeting.

6.
Highways, Drainage, Public Footpaths & Litter Picking
1.
FRAP (Flood Response Action Plan) Report / Ditch Clearance – The Clerk reported receipt of an email from Adrian Clements, TBC, on 25th May confirming commencement of delivery of FRAP in Teddington.  Thereafter, dialog with Pat Mooney, TBC, confirmed surveys completed, proposals put to Council with recommendations to install a further culvert pipe under the A435, complete land drainage system to be cleared, culverts jetted and photographed for record of culvert pipe sizes.  Following agreement, works to commence end of summer period when foliage has died down.
Issues arose during survey when it was established that some of the historic open ditches running through residents properties had been replaced with culvert pipes, most of which had massively restricted the water flow.  Work ongoing to establish where some of the drainage pipes are located.

2.
Missing Bollard outside of The Poplars, Teddington.  The Clerk reported that one of the new bollards has been broken off.  Reported to Glos Highways for replacement, ref 685759.


3.
Water Leak on Teddington Through Road – The Chairman reported this was an issue prior to the new road surface being laid.  Observations conclude that STWA have now rectified this matter.  MATTER CLOSED.

4.
Footpath to the Church Tree & Hedge Reduction Work – Cllr Ellis reported poplar and willow trees reduction work was scheduled for this month.  The poplar has been reported to be infected with Leopard Moth.  Hedge reduction works to be carried out after the tree reduction works have been completed.

5.
Litter Picking – The Chairman reported on David Peet’s previously noted concerns about the amount of debris in the ditches in the vicinity of Manor Farm.  Observations conclude that foliage has now been trimmed back and debris generally cleared.
7.
Neighbourhood Watch


The Clerk reported on recent thefts of scrap metal, batteries etc from farm/small-holding properties.  Also a theft of jewellery from a house at Aston Cross.

John Teare reported that John Perkins would be standing in for him whilst on holiday.  Also of the pending change of the Non-Emergency telephone number.  Thought to come into effect from August, changing from the 0845 number to 101.


Matter raised of the recent spate of hill fires in Teddington – this thought to be burning off briars/waste etc.  One instance the preceding week had led to an Emergency Services call-out.
8.
Correspondence for Noting


The Clerk reported on the following items:


-
NALC Legal Briefing:  Councillors’ Notification under the Data Protection Act 1998 – Parish Council already registered with the Information Commissioners Office.


-
NALC  Policy Consultation:  Relaxation of Planning Rules for ‘Change of Use’ from Commercial to Residential.  Forwarded documentation to Cllrs on the 3rd June 2011 – no representation submitted.


-
GCC Local Govt Boundary Commission for England:  Advised that draft recommendations for new County Council Electoral Divisions have been published.  Requests comments by 1st August 2011.


-
Glos Highways – Parish Resilience:  Winter Maintenance and Adverse Weather.  Grit Bin guidance.  Request for details of Parish Snow Warden and/or Snow Plough Operator.  Clerk to speak with Mr Morrison and respond.


-
Glos Waste Core Strategy:  Proposed Focussed Changes.  Published for further comment, deadline 8th August 2011.


-
GAPTC Planning Part 2 Training Course (FOC).  Cllr French and Cllr Henderson attended on the 4th July.


-
TBC Date for Diary:  Town and Parish Council Seminar to take place at 6pm on the 20th October.  Further details to follow.

9.
Financial Matters
1. Report on External Audit Feedback, Required Actions and Conclusion


The Clerk reported the following matters were raised by Moore Stephens:

-
The PC confused S.2 Annual Governance Statement Minute Approval/Record with minute record for the Annual Review of System of Internal Audit (corrected as per minutes recorded 9th May 2011 6(3).


-
RFO Date of Signature omitted on Annual Return, corrected as of 10th May 2011.


-
As requested, provided a Bank Reconciliation Statement for year ended 31st March 2011.


-
Q:  Notice period for Investment Account withdrawals?


A:  Instant


-
Q:  Request for details of any earmarked funds?


A:  None


-
PC to note:  Annual Return only requires rounded £’s, no pence.


Letter informing audit conclusion received on 24th June 2011.
2. Notice of Conclusion of Audit

Cllr Broadbridge reported that notices had been placed on Teddington & Alstone notice boards for 14 days from 1st July 2011.  Advises of inspection days/times that Electors may obtain, inspect or take a copy of the Statement of Accounts and Auditor’s Certificate and Report.
3. New Cheque Signatories

Cllr Broadbridge proposed that, due to difficulty in obtaining Cllr signatures for cheque signing, that Cllr French also be registered as a signatory.  Proposal seconded by the Chairman.

4. Payments for Approval / Receipts

Cllr Broadbridge proposed the following items for payment:

Play Safety (OPPF Play Equipment Safety Inspection) (LGA 1894 s.8(4))
£82.80

Cutting Hedge (5xF.post cuts & OPPF Public Footpath) (Highways A 1980 s.96)
£120.00
Information Commissioners Office (Data Protection Subs) (LGA 1972 s.143)
£35.00

Moore Stephens (External Audit) (LGA 1972 s.111)
£180.00

Clerks Wages (LGA 1972 s.112(2))
£433.88

The Chairman seconded the proposals.
Cllr Broadbridge advised of the following receipts:

VAT Refund
£251.70

Interest from Instant Savings Account
£0.38

Hire of Parish Council Marquee
£50.00

5. Current Cash Position / Expenditure for Coming Period

Cllr Broadbridge reported on the current cash position after deduction of the above mentioned payments/receipts:



Current A/c
£427.94



Investment A/c
£11,038.11



OPPF A/c
£2,369.10



Consuls
       £75.67



TOTAL
£13,910.82


Cllr Broadbridge reported there being no foreseeable requests for payment that would require attention before the September meeting.
10.
Visitors Business

1.
Alstone Water Pump & Surrounding Soft Verge – Mr Perkins requested maintenance assistance with this historic monument area (as per that afforded to the Fingerpost at Teddington Hands and the Water Conduit in Teddington).  To date, this area as been maintained/serviced by volunteer residents.  He also advised of the crumbling brickwork.  The Chairman advised consideration would be given to this matter.

2.
Land for Sale – Mr Howell advised of a further parcel of land for sale along the A435, agents Carver Knowles.  He asked that this matter be monitored.


3.
Parish Council Marquee Hire Fees – Mr Carter advised of some deterioration with the Marquee and asked consideration be given to ring-fencing rental fees for regularly required repairs/replacement parts.  Perhaps to even build a fund for a replacement.  The Chairman advised consideration would be given to this matter.


4.
Pot Holes at Alstone – Mr Kyle reported of two large pot holes, one on the gravel road by the phone box, the other by ‘the Barn’.  The Clerk advised she would check out the problem by ‘the Barn’ but advised that the one by the phone box was most certainly located on a private road, not adopted by Glos Highways.  Cllr Ellis to check this out – also posted as a public right of way.
11.
Any Other Business


1.
Orchard Park Playing Field – Cllr Ellis reported on the Annual Inspection for the Play Equipment.  There being no major dangers and generally a case of making good.  The main issue was the slide, rotting wood/ropes.  The goal posts are reported as working loose and rusting.  However, the overall risk rating was currently low.  Options to be investigated.

2.
Grass cutting around the play equipment.  To check out contractors agreement/understanding for maintaining this area.  Failing this, to check out alternative options.

3.
GCC Bus Network Review – The Chairman reported that a response had been submitted to this consultation, reflecting Parish Council/Parishioner concern, by the Clerk after attending one of the scheduled Roadshows and consulting service users.

4.
NALC Policy Consultation on Planning Sites for Travellers – The Chairman reported that the previous Chairman, Mr Carter, had responded to this consultation in view of previous involvements on this subject.  Proposals were deemed as being agreeable and, in particular, regulations for gypsies and travellers to be brought into line with those applying to the general public.
12.
Date of Next Meeting

The Chairman advised that the next meeting will be the held at Teddington Village Hall on Monday, 5th September at 7.45pm.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 2130 hrs.

Chairman: ……………………………………               Dated: …………………..
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