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TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
WEB site:  www.teddingtonandalstone.org.uk
email:  taparishcouncil@btinternet.com
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Tedddington Village Hall on Monday, 17th January 2011 at 7.45pm.
Present:
Chairman
T Carter

Parish Cllrs 
J Perkins, P Cullen & P Caterer

Parish Clerk
S Carter


16 visitors duly recorded
1.
Apologies for Absence


Cllr Lisa Covelo.
2.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting dated 8th November 2010, after full circulation, were agreed to be accurate and true.  Proposed for signoff by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Perkins.

1. Teddington Village Entrance Lay-by Littering – Since sign erected some progress although reports of tin cans still being thrown in driveway entrance to Tibblestone Farm.

2.
Sat Nav Routes / HGV Routes Through Alstone – No updates.

3.
A46 / J9 Traffic Congestion – After some discussion and input from C.Cllr Ron Allen, the Chairman advised the Parish Council would write to the Highways Agency highlighting issues with traffic light timing/priority from the Ashchurch junction and the situation in general causing backup to the Teddington roundabout.

4.
Roaming/Fouling Dogs in Gander Lane & Walnut Bank Drive – Feedback indicated that matters had generally improved – MATTER CLOSED UNTIL NOTIFIED OTHERWISE.
3.
Planning Matters & Enforcement Orders

In the absence of Cllr Covelo, Cllr Cullen reported on all cases:

1. Tudor Cottage, Alstone (10/01057/FUL) Renewal of planning permission originally obtained in 2002.  Application permitted.

2.
Alstone Manor – 10/01002/FUL – Retention of oil tank within curtilage of listed building.  Application withdrawn due to admin irregularity.
3.
1 Bangrove Cottages – (10/01132/FUL) – Revised scheme changing aspect of stable building.  Application permitted.

4.
2 Bangrove Cottages – (10/01131/FUL) – Erection of single storey side extensions plus rear two storey extension and porch (Renewal of 07/01466/FUL).  Renewal of permit for 2007 application – no material change.  Application permitted.

5.
Bangrove Farm, Bengrove – Temporary application (12 months) for erection of a 30m Wind Monitoring Mast (10/00231/FUL) – Case may go before Planning Committee in February.

6.
Overbury Estates, Teddington Fields – (10/00232/FUL and TPO 327) – Consent given for a one bedroom, single storey dwelling.

The Chairman reported on feedback received from Mella McMahon today in response to meeting held between himself, Cllr Cullen and Mella McMahon in November:
7.
Vine Tree Farm – An application had been received by TBC for the further works, however the paperwork was incomplete. The applicants have been requested to submit the additional information required by 21st January. If the additional information is not submitted, a case conference will be held during the following 28 days to consider the case.  The Chairman advised that upon receipt of the application, details will be compared with photographs held on PC file and the matter will also be discussed with the neighbouring residents.
8. 79 Mt Pleasant –.The current position is as follows.

-
Pre-commencement conditions in respect of details of surfacing and landscaping are still outstanding with regard to the application for the new agricultural access.

-
The new mobile home on the land, subject to the Certificate of Lawfulness for an existing use, is now in the correct position but there is a new breach in that residents are constructing a decking area attached to this mobile home extending onto the agricultural land. The agricultural land is also being used to park a car in conjunction with the mobile home.

-
The old mobile home that TBC were trying to get removed from the land is to be used to house hens.

-
The ongoing development to the property and residential access falls within permitted development. 


-
The owner has promised to write to TBC with a timetable for the conditions and the reuse of the old caravan for hens. 


-
TBC are currently considering the way forward for the entire site and will update the Parish Council by 26th January 2011.
9.
Teddington Hands Site – Cllr Cullen reported meeting with Mr William Gilder who advised of his intent to develop the site.  Thoughts along the lines of a small Travelodge or HGV Park.  Current works with regard to mounds of soil and installed road have all been carried out within permitted development.  Open communications with Mr Gilder have been welcome and forthcoming.
4.
Highways, Drainage, Public Footpaths & Litter Picking
1. FRAP Report – The Clerk reported still no information forthcoming.
2. Bengrove Ditch Clearance – The Clerk reported the Parish Council had been led to believe this ditch was under new ownership.  However, after checking with the current Agents, this appears not to be the case.  It is now presumed that the land adjacent to the road between Bengrove Cottages and the Chicken Shed gateway remain the property of Mr Hitchman.  Due to the ongoing road flooding in this area, compounded by freezing weather, this matter continues to be a major health and safety issue.  To be escalated to TBC Management Team for rapid conclusion.
3. Rear of Teddington Hands Ditch Clearance – still no progress.


The Chairman advised these three matters would now be taken up with Mella McMahon at TBC on the basis that, again, they are issues that the Borough has failed to manage to conclusion.

4.
HGV / Farm Vehicle Parking by The Poplars – The Clerk reported that the bollards have now been installed.  MATTER CLOSED.

5.
Winter Resilience/Grit Bins etc – The Clerk reported that she had arranged for the grit bins to be refilled and that Richard Waters, Highways Stakeholder Manager, had kindly agreed to add the Alstone junction bin to the Glos Highways Network List.  This means the Parish Council will no longer have to carry the cost of filling this bin (previously £100+ per fill).



The Clerk also advised that the Snow Warden did not receive calls for instruction from Glos Highways during the last snowfall, however Mr Brown had taken the initiative and ploughed the roads.  The Clerk advised she had since spoken with Richard Waters to clarify procedures in cases of snow and would forward relevant documentation to Mr Morrison (Snow Warden).



Due to the mounting frustration with regard to the long-term state of the A435, from Teddington Hands to Bishops Cleeve, during the snowfall period, C.Cllr Ron Allen to raise this matter with Glos Highways.  It was noted that the A46, during this period, was generally clear, as was the A435 from Bishops Cleeve to Cheltenham.  Opinion being that this local stretch of road had been neglected.

6.
Footpath to Church – Cllr Caterer reported that Mary King, Public Rights of Way Officer, GCC, had received confirmation that reduction work to the trees, adjacent to the footpath, were soon to be carried out by Mr Firkins Agents, Mack Residential Lettings.  This work to manage any potential safety/risk element to adjacent dwellings/property.  Also, as per Mary’s requirements, the hedgerow to the rear of Donnachaidh will be reduced in height and width along with the ivy clearance from the Stonetiles property.
5.
Neighbourhood Watch


The Clerk reported that John Teare was unable to attend the meeting but had advised that the NW sign located on the B4077 approach to Alstone had now been damaged beyond repair.  The Chairman advised that John notify the Parish Council if there was a cost associated with replacement.
6.
Correspondence for Noting

1. Bus Service Review and online questionnaire.  The Clerk advised this information had been circulated to Parish email users also.  The Chairman asked that printed copies of the questionnaire be made available to non email bus service users.

2. Gloss County Council Electoral Review – C.Cllr Ron Allen reported on this matter advising of the Boundaries Commission’s agenda with a basic aim to spread councilors more evenly and to cut expenditure of elected members.

3. Library Service – The Clerk briefly explained plans for the Bishops Cleeve Library and that she had advised residents of the drop in session on the 14th Jan and of the link for the on-line questionnaire via newsletter.
4. GCC Notification of Publication of the Glos Waste Core Strategy – The Chairman advised he had briefly reviewed this document, which was available to all via the web site, the consultation period ending 1700hrs on the 7th February.  The nearest waste site being Wingmore Farm, Bishops Cleeve.  Proposal for further expansion of 2.8 hectares to the east of the current site.  He advised that proposals did not directly affect the Parish therefore no representation would be made.
5. Decentralisation and Localism Bill – The Chairman briefly highlighted some of the key points.  He advised a copy of this document was available upon request.
6. Roses Theatre – Request for financial support.  A minimum donation of £250 being requested, the Chairman advised this request being £50 above the total amount budgeted for 2011/12.  Therefore no consideration was given to this request at this stage.

7.
Financial Matters

Cllr Perkins reported on the following:
1. Precept Request 2011/12 – Briefly outlined budgeted items.  No questions raised therefore Cllr Perkins proposed agreement, the Chair seconded the proposal.  Precept request to be the same as last year (£6,000), application now to be completed and submitted to TBC.  Cllr Perkins also advised copy of Precept Request/Budget was available for viewing after the meeting.
2.
Payments for Approval / Receipts:

The following payments were submitted for approval:
Chris Burridge - £200 Parish Web Site Management Services (LGA 1972 s.142)
Net Bopp Technologies – Email & Web Site Hosting (£50+ VAT) plus UK Domain Name Renewal – (bi annual rnl) (£35 + VAT) = total including VAT £99.88.  (LGA 1972 s.142)
Clerk - £6.00 outstanding from expenses for Pre-Christmas event (LGA 1972 s.137)
Treasurers Expenses - £70.00 for expenses incurred in mileage and parking during the past 5 months relating to bank visitations sorting out/changing bank accounts, setting up independent account for Orchard Park Playing Field etc. (LGA 1972 s.174)


Cllr Perkins proposed items for payment, Cllr Caterer seconded the proposal.

3.
Current Cash Position - After issue of the above mentioned payments:



Current A/c
£899.01



Investment A/c
£7,536.27



OPPF A/c
£2,729.55




Consuls
£75.67



TOTAL
£11,240.50

4.
Annual Review of System of Internal Audit – To ensure integrity of management of Parish Council funds, Cllr Perkins reported that this audit had been conducted on 22nd November 2010 by Philip Caterer in the presence of himself.  One small anomaly highlighted that the Parish Council Insurance, Community First Schedule, quoted a first premium of £338.67, however records indicated a paid sum of £406.40.  This was resolved after locating the Quotation Sheet from the Clerk which included £50.80 Administration Fee and £16.93 Insurance Premium Tax.  All other elements of the Audit were in order.  Sign-off for the Audit was proposed by Cllr Caterer, seconded by Cllr Cullen.
8.
Visitors Business

1. Matter of the sack of rubbish that had been dumped at the old Recycle Site.  Clerk to call Stuart Bowes to arrange removal and ask about removal of Recycle Centre Signage.

2.
Advised that signs to be erected at the Vine Tree Farm site regarding Dog Fouling and keeping dogs on a lead.  The Clerk advised that signs could be acquired from Public Rights of Way Team at GCC.


3.
Matter of Broadband facility being very slow.  One resident having sent a letter of complaint.  Discussions re BT Fibre Initiative.  Restrictions on what Alderton Exchange is able to deliver at the present time.  Suggestion to investigate an alternative system.  Concluded this would probably comprise of a satellite based system, as previously deployed, again with inherent issues and restrictions.  The Chairman advised the Parish Council were open to any further solutions in this respect.

4.
Matter of continued absence of our Borough Councillor, John Evetts, at Parish Council Meetings.  This raised in light of the up-coming elections in May.
9.
Any Other Business


1.
Orchard Park Playing Field – Cllr Caterer advised the work resulting from the ROSPA Inspection was not mandatory, however John Potter had provided an acceptable quotation for these works which would commence when the field was not so wet.

2.
The Chairman highlighted again the recent issues regarding the alleged sheep worrying and sheep loss on local farmland.  The Clerk advised that advice from Mary King, Public Rights of Way Officer, had stressed that dog owners keep their dogs on a lead when sheep are in a field.  However, the Chairman advised this was not the case when cattle are present, but dogs should always be kept to the public footpath and not be allowed to stray across fields.

3.
The Chairman reported receipt of a communication from The Royal British Legion.  This promoting their ‘Great Poppy Weekend’ encouraging groups/communities to hold celebrations of their 90th birthday over the weekend 10-12th June.  The Chairman advised that, coincidentally, the Parish Council had made provisional plans to hold the next BBQ/Sports day during June and asked consideration be given to perhaps combining these events, this also to include the Church.  To be progressed as an idea and an update will be provided at the next PC meeting.
10.
Date of Next Meeting


The Chairman advised that the next Parish Council Meeting was to be held on Monday14th March 2011 at 7.45pm in the Teddington Village Hall.

There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 2100 hrs.

Chairman: ……………………………………               Dated: …………………..
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