TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
 
WEB site:  www.teddingtonandalstone.org.uk
email:          taparishcouncil@btinternet.com
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held at Teddington Village Hall on Monday 9th May 2011 at 7.45pm.
 
Present:     Chairman:  T Carter
                     Councillors:  J Perkins, P Cullen, P Caterer, L Covelo
         Parish Clerk:  S Carter
                     15 Visitors duly recorded
 
1.      Apologies for Absence
         None.
 
2.      Election of Officers
         The Chairman reported that this meeting marked the end of the Term of Office for the current Parish Council when four of the Councillors were standing down, including himself.  He thanked his fellow Councillors for all their hard work and team support over the last four years.
 
         The Chairman reported that there had been 5 nominated candidates for the new Parish Council and 5 seats available.  The election was therefore uncontested and the candidates would now form the new Parish Council.
 
         The Chairman requested the new Parish Council to propose their Chairman and Vice Chairman:
 
         Patrick Cullen was proposed for the position of Chairman by Chris French, seconded by George Ellis.
         Chris French was proposed for the position of Vice Chairman by Patrick Cullen, seconded by Jackie Broadbridge.
 
         At this stage the new Parish Council took their seats to commence the new Term of Office:  Cllr Patrick Cullen, Cllr Chris French, Cllr George Ellis, Cllr Jackie Broadbridge, Cllr Vince Henderson.
 
         Individual introductions from the new Councillors were then received.
 
         The Chairman proposed that the new Councillors take up the following posts:
        
         Cllr Broadbridge    - RFO/Treasurer                         seconded by Cllr French
         Cllr French           - Planning, Teddington                seconded by Cllr Ellis
         Cllr Henderson      - Planning, Alstone                     seconded by Cllr French
         Cllr Ellis               - Orchard Park Playing Field       seconded by Cllr Broadbridge
                                      and Public Rights of Way
 
         For continuity, the Chairman also proposed that John Perkins continue as the RFO until the current Audit period was completed and the 2010/11 end of year accounts sent to the external auditors.  This was seconded by Cllr Broadbridge.
 
3.      Completion of Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interest Forms by the new Council
         The Clerk checked that Councillors had the relevant forms to hand and advised that they would be collected at the end of the meeting.
 
4.      Minutes of the Last Annual Parish Council Meeting
         Minutes of the last Annual Parish Council Meeting dated 10th May 2010, which had been previously circulated, were agreed and proposed for signoff by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr French.
 
5.      Matters Arising
         The Chairman reported that there were no matters arising from the previous Annual Parish Council Meeting.
 
6.      Financial Matters
 
(1)           To Agree New Parish Council Cheque Signatories
Mr Perkins advised that the Chairman was an existing cheque signatory and requested two other Cllrs be proposed for this task:
The Chairman proposed that Cllr Henderson and Cllr Ellis be the new cheque signatories, Cllr French seconded the proposal.
 
         (2)     To Report on the Internal Audit of End of Year Accounts 2010/11
                  Mr Perkins reported collection of the 2010/11 accounts from David Percy (appointed Internal Auditor) today.  David reported all to be in order except for slight amendment to the way the Orchard Park Playing Field accounting is conducted.  This due to the OPPF funds now being in a separate account but remaining under control of the Parish Council.  This was duly noted.
 
         (3)     To agree Annual Accounts and Annual Return for Signoff
                  Mr Perkins reported that the Annual Return had been signed by the previous Chairman due to the imminent changeover of the Council.  Cllr Perkins continued that due to there being no Parish Council Meeting in June, the Accounts and Annual Return would be executed and completed subject to there being no further queries received up to and including the Inspection End Date (20th May 2011), the accounts and annual return would thereafter be forwarded to Moore Stephens External Auditors.  Mr Perkins proposed sign-off, the Chairman seconded the proposal.
 
(4)     To Agree Parish Council Grant Payments 2011/12
         Mr Perkins proposed the following budgeted grants for approval:
                  £780 for Orchard Park Playing Field
                  £980 for Alstone Playing Field
                  £530 for Chapelries Committee - grass cutting
                  The Chairman seconded the proposal.  (Cheques were not issued at this meeting.)
 
(5)     To Agree Annual Subscriptions 2010/11
         Mr Perkins proposed the following payments for approval:
                  GAPTC Annual Membership fee - £81.84
                  CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural England) Annual Membership Fee £29.00 (standing order).
                  The Chairman seconded the proposal.
 
(6)           Clerks Contract of Employment/Wages 2010/11
Mr Perkins reported that after a recent review of the Clerks Contract of Employment by himself and Cllr Cullen (now Chairman), he proposed that Mrs Carter remain in her current role as Parish Clerk and that the Contract be proposed for re-adoption, the Chairman seconded the proposal.  There being no increase in the NALC Pay Scales, the Clerk’s salary would remain at its current level.
 
         (7)     Payments for Approval/Receipts:
                  Mr Perkins proposed the following payments for approval:
                  £48.84 - Annual Parish Meeting Expenses (LGA 1972 s.137)
                  £60.00 - Grass cutting for Teddington Fingerpost Area (Highways A 1980 s.96)
                  £454.33 - Parish Council Insurance (Community First, Zurich Municipal) (LGA 1972s.111)
                  £30.00 - Mr David Percy, Internal Audit Services (LGA 1972 s.111)
                  The Chairman seconded the proposal.
 
(8)     Current Cash Position After Deduction of Payments:
                  Mr Perkins Reported:
                  Current A/c (1)                       £1,488.29
                  Investment Account              £11,037.24
                  Current A/c (2) OPPF             £2,451.90
                  Consuls                                     £75.67
                  TOTAL                                £15,053.10
 
         The 2011/12 Precept of £6,000.00 had been received and is reflected in the total balance.
 
         (9)     Parish Council Insurance Risks Review (Policy Renewal Date 1st June 2011):
                  Mr Perkins advised that the previous Council had checked through the insurance renewal documentation and agreed it fulfilled the Parish Council requirements, currently being the best quote available.  Due to the Parish Council changeover and the potential non-completion of new guaranteed cheque signatories before the Policy Renewal Date, this cheque was issued and signed before the Annual Parish Council Meeting.
 
 
7.      Parish Council Policy & Procedure Review
         The Chairman advised that the Parish Council were currently within the P&P Review Period.  However, due to the change of office, the review would now be conducted by the new Council and completed by meeting, 4th July 2011.  Items for review being:
 
         Inventory of Land and Assets
         Parish Council Procedure for handling requests made under the Freedom of information Act 2000 and Data Protection Act 1998
         Internal Financial Controls
         Parish Council Risk Analysis Review (including Orchard Park Playing Field)
         Parish Council Standing Orders
         Register of Litter Pickers / Controls (updated register to be forwarded to TBC)
         Tent Hire Agreement (Clerk reported review of this document conducted by herself on 9/5/2011 prior to responding to hire request for Friday, 3rd June 2011).  To be re-adopted at July meeting.
 
8.      Planning Matters
         The Chairman reported on the following:
 
         1.      Bangrove Farm, Bengrove – Temporary application (12 months) for erection of a 30m Wind Monitoring Mast (10/00231/FUL) – Still no date known for case going to Committee.
 
         2.      The Barn, Alstone (11/00067/FUL) – Demolition of part of existing garage & conservatory, changes to the external fenestration, single storey extension to the rear of the property (also larch cladding to main part of property).  Ongoing works have been noted, not unsympathetic to the property.  No decision notice yet received and not aware of any pre permit agreement.  To speak with case officer to acquire clarification of current works.
                  (Post meeting note; Notification received 10/5/11 that this Application has been permitted.)
 
         3.      Mr William Gilder (11/00196/CLP) – Material Start to Planning Permission Ref: T584/P – Motel Site at Teddington Hands.  In 1988 application for 52 room hotel at this site was passed but not developed.  This application raised in respect of that permit, however TBC conditions were not completed.  No updates to report, however 1 farmers sale and 1 car boot sale held in the field adjacent to the development site duly noted.  To check conditions of events permit for such sites with the License Officer – however, at present, these did not appear to be of major concern.
 
         4.      1 Bangrove Cottages, Bengrove (11/00274/FUL) – Extension for App 08/00544/GUL – Permitted.  As no objections were forthcoming, the Parish Council did not submit a representation.
 
         5.      Bangrove Farm, Bengrove 11/00251/AGR – Dutch Barn with Lean-to.  This application site being on the hill above Oxenton Village.  No decision as yet.  Consulted with the Secretary of the Oxenton Parish Meeting and also advised the Cotswold Development Board.  Being a proposed agricultural development – regulations differ from domestic applications.
 
         6.      Enforcement Cases – The only current enforcement case being with 79 Mt Pleasant, Teddington.  A copy of correspondence to Mr Brown from TBC Enforcement Team outlining required actions recently received – to date, no further developments noted.
 
9.      Correspondence
         The Clerk advised on receipt of the following:
         (1)     Letter received from Mike Dawson, Chief Exec, TBC – acknowledgement of recent ‘end of term’ meeting with previous Chairman (Tim Carter), the successful working relationship between the authorities and of the outstanding enforcement issues.
 
         (2)     Community First Aid – offering First Aid courses from £25+VAT per person.  The Chairman advised on the benefits of having trained residents available and for any interested parties to make themselves known.
 
         (3)     Invitation to the Annual Meeting of the Mayor Making Ceremony of TBC – invitation to the Chair of the Parish Council.  The Chairman to consider attending.
 
         (4)     GAPTC AGM 13th October 2011.  Calls for resolutions, to be submitted by Friday 29th July 2011.
 
         (5)     TBC – Have your say on the ‘Concept of Working with Local Communities in Tewkesbury Borough’.  Consultation period ends 5pm 24/6/11.  Clerk copied to all Councillors via email.
 
         (6)     GAPTC/TBC – The Code of Conduct Training Event.  This event being free of charge.  The Clerk to arrange course attendance for the Chairman, Cllr Broadbridge, Cllr French and Cllr Henderson on the 27th June 2011.
 
10.    Visitors Business
         (1)     Mr Howell conveyed his thanks, on behalf of the residents of the Parish, to the outgoing Council for their efforts during the past 4 years.  Also thanks to the new Council for taking on this role.  The Chairman seconded those thoughts and advised of the Borough’s views of the Teddington & Alstone Parish Council being a beacon for generating interest and attendance at their meetings.
 
         (2)     Mr Squire conveyed his thanks to the Parish Council for their work involved with Glos Highways and receipt of the ongoing road maintenance/improvements.
 
11.    Any Other Business
         (1)     Parish Council Meeting Dates 2011/12 - After some deliberations, the Chairman proposed acceptance of the meeting dates, Cllr Broadbridge seconded the proposal.
 
(2)           The Chairman reported that numerous complaints had been received over the past couple of months regarding the continued parking of vehicles on the bend adjacent to the Stonetiles property in Teddington.  A number of ‘close encounters/near misses’ had been reported.  Tim Carter (ex Chairman) reported speaking with the residents on the 7th May, and advised they had been very responsive to this matter.  Whilst speaking with the Stonetiles residents, the trees along the footpath were questioned.  Mr Caterer/ Cllr Ellis to speak with Mary King regarding updates on the outstanding tree reduction works.
 
(3)           Dog Related Issues:
                  The Chairman reported receipt of another complaint regarding continued dog barking in the Church Lane area.
                  The Chairman also reported that the OPPF litter bin was being used for dog foul waste.  In the first instance, it was agreed to put a sign on the bin advising residents not to place dog waste in the bin.  Failing that, it was agreed that the bin would be removed from the site.  It was not deemed appropriate for Parish Cllrs or volunteer litter pickers to manually empty waste of this type, this bin not being emptied by the Local Authority.
 
(4)           Request for Marquee Hire on Friday 3rd June.  This request has now been responded to.
 
         (5)     2011 BBQ/Sports Day Event – The Chairman advised that the original date proposed for this event was the weekend of the 10th-12th June, in conjunction with The Royal British Legion 90th Anniversary.  However, due to the change of Council and recent elections, it was proposed this date be postponed.  After due consideration, the Chairman proposed the 3rd September for this event and advised this to be discussed with the Organising Committee.
 
12.     Date of Next Meeting
         The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 4th July 2011 at 7.45pm in Teddington Village Hall.
 
         There being no further business the Chairman thanked all for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9pm.
 
 
Chairman …………………………………..                                     Dated …………………………….
 
Distribution List:
Chairman:               P Cullen
Councillors:             C French, G. Ellis, J Broadbridge & V Henderson
RFO/Treasurer         J Perkins
                              Borough Cllr, John Evetts & County Cllr Ron Allen
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